WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
THAT WE BE TAUGHT BY HIM.
What we're aiming at, over a period of time, is to look closely at what the Word of God tells us are the things he requires of us.  Now, of course, for us to learn effectively, it is absolutely vital we be taught by God himself. He tells us this is his will for us. (Jh.6:45, Jer.31:33-34, Heb.8:10-11, 1Jh.2:27, 1Cor.2:9-16).  So let's make this being taught by God, our first step on the ladder of knowing "What God requires of us".
In Is.50:4-5 we read words, which, like all the scriptures, can most accurately be applied to Jesus and which must therefore be our goal also, as we are to be like him when we meet him face to face. (1Cor.13:12, 1Jh.3:2) At Terri's suggestion, we have formalized verse four and made a prayer of it to start each study session.

“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”

In just that verse alone there are two very important lessons for us to learn.  First, God teaches his people, not so we can just have knowledge, which only plays to our vanity (1Cor.8:1), but so we may be able to share our bread (God’s Word) with others.  And second, this learning is an ongoing thing, “morning by morning he awakens my ear.”  So we must be willing to listen each day, not just when we feel like it, or when we feel the need in us.  We never know who or what we’re going to come across each day – what problems, questions or challenges – but our God does.  He knows the end from the beginning. (Is.46:10)
So, for us to be prepared and ready to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, encourage the weary, etc., we must have our ear opened to God’s Word every morning, in order that we may be servants, ready to speak and act, at all times, as our Master commands. (Matt.25;1-13)
This hope of being taught by God himself, and so, knowing we have been taught correctly (Is.28:26); can be broken into three sections.  (A) What can stop us being taught by God? (B) What heart attitudes does God require of us so that he may be willing to teach us? (C) What are the results of our being taught by God?

First of all, by God's grace, we'll look at what things can hinder us in this area, and we find that all these things can be summed up in one phrase, i.e. God will not teach those who refuse to listen. No teacher can achieve anything with students who pay no attention. (Is.28:9-13)  

God not only will not teach such people, but instead will confuse the Word for them.  (Is.28:13) The Word becomes a thing of scorn for them.  (Jer.6:10, 2Chron.36:15-16)  They turn instead to man's teachings. (2Tim.4:3-4, Is.31:1) And these bring spiritual disaster (Is.50:11, Jer.17:5-6), because people have turned from the true light (Jh.8:12), and prefer darkness. (Jh.3:19-21) 

The final blow, is that when man stops his ears from hearing God's truth (Matt.13:14-15), then God shuts man's ears and hardens his heart, so that he cannot hear at all. (Jh.12:40)
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